CHAPTER V.

NEJATI.

Ahmed Pasha was not destined to long enjoyment of his
reputation as the greatest lyric poet of Rum. He was still
alive when his pre-eminence was menaced, if not actually
overthrown, by Nejati the first lyric poet of real distinction
to appear among the Ottoman Turks.

Concerning the origin of this Nejati we are somewhat in
the dark. Sehi says that he was born in Adrianople; while
the other biographers tell us that he began life as a slave
in that city, his owner being, according to Latfff, a poet
named Sa'ilf, * and according to cAshiq, a woman of the
middle class who adopted him as her son and had him
carefully educated. It would follow from this that, whatever
Nejatf's origin may have been, it was not Turkish, as no
native Turk could be a slave in the Ottoman dominions.
It seems probable that he was the child of some captive
who had been taken in one of the constantly recurring wars
or forays and had been sold as a slave in Adrianople, and
there become the parent of the future poet, the child born
of a slave being by law himself a slave. 2

1  There  is  no poet of this name entered in the Tezkire either of Sehi or
of Latifi. cAshiq and Hasan have a Sa3ilf; but as they say nothing as to any
connection between him and Nejati, and as cAshiq speaks of having met him,
it is unlikely that he is the peison here refeired to by Latfff.

2  Latfff  calls   Nejati  lthe  son  of 'Abdullah'; but this goes for little. GAb-